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Experience . . .

I

arrived in Budapest, Hungary in 2011, for a summer internship with missionary Jim Knies. I was involved in street ministry, preaching, and soulwinning through translators. I was able to share the gospel with many young adults in Budapest
and to lead one of them to Christ. God confirmed His call as He used me to reach Hungarians. I also preached for Gedeon
Olah, a national church planter in Nagykanizsa, and ministered to the spiritually hungry young adults there.
Since 2000, Sarah has been to Hungary eight different times to assist both the Knieses and the Olahs. She has ministered
to the Hungarian missionaries with her office and secretarial skills and by teaching evangelistic English classes, teaching
and organizing children’s ministries, and being a spiritual friend to the missionary children.
After our marriage in August 2012, we took a five-month trip to Gedeon’s church in Nagykanizsa, where we provided a
two-month furlough replacement and then worked together with the Olahs after their return. I preached and led the
youth, Sarah led the children, and we both helped train men and ladies for church ministry. We also were able to practice our language skills as we interacted with many people.

Burden . . .

W

e desire to help Pastor Gedeon train his people for
ministry. We also desire to encourage the other
like-minded churches in Hungary. One of our key burdens
is to mentor young couples in leadership ministry. Right
now there are several young men who have surrendered
to preach and are in great need of training and encouragement. God wants these men to reach their own country
and then to plant churches throughout Central Europe.

Plan . . .

A

fter spending our first term with the Olah family, we
plan to plant a new church together with one of these
young couples. These young leaders must be mentored
and taught while being actively involved in church ministry. Hungary needs indigenous leaders who are filled with
faith and the Holy Spirit and who have strong, biblical
convictions. This is what we desire to produce there and
export to the surrounding countries.

Mike . . .

I

grew up in a Christian home and was saved at the age
of five. I was baptized a year later at our church in
southeast Pennsylvania. I surrendered to the Lord’s will
when I was twelve, but that surrender was tested many
times during my teen years. After graduating from high
school, I pursued a degree in mechanical engineering,
and I worked in that field for several years.
During that time, the Lord used a traveling evangelist
to challenge me with my future. I surrendered to
preach and to be a missionary in the fall of 2006.
I praise God that He “counted me faithful, putting
me into the ministry” (1 Timothy 1:12). The next
year, I enrolled in Baptist College of Ministry, eventually graduating in 2012 with an M.A. in Bible.
During that time, I met missionary Jim Knies, and
our relationship developed, resulting in my 2011
summer internship in Hungary. While I was there,
the Lord made it very clear that this was the country to
which He had called me. John 3:16 states that God loves
“the world.” That includes the many people in Hungary,
and I know that I am one of the men God wants to use
to reach that country for Christ.
I had been praying a long time for God to provide a wife
for me. As He revealed his will for my ministry that summer, He also brought me together with Sarah, who was
working with the Olah family during that same time. We
married in August 2012.

Sarah . . .

I

also grew up in a Christian home and received Christ
as my Savior when I was twelve. Two years later I followed the Lord in believer’s baptism. My parents, by
the grace of God, instilled in my heart an unwavering
vision for serving the Lord full time with my life. After
graduation from Bible college, I served as full-time secretary at my church. As I ministered there not only in
the office but also through teaching Sunday school and
junior church, soulwinning, and teaching a few
classes in the Christian school, God began to open
His doors for my long-term future ministry.

During my first trip to Hungary in 2000, I met the
Olah family who were members of the Knieses’
church. Our hearts were knit together. Over the
years God called the Olahs to be church planters
in their own country. At the same time God burdened my heart to minister with them in whatever way
He would allow me to. In 2008 I visited their new church
in Nagykanizsa. God confirmed in my heart through His
Word, my spiritual authorities, and great peace, that
His plan for my life was missions in Hungary. I praise
the Lord that while I served a six-month mission trip
with the Olahs in 2011, I met the man who would be
my missionary husband. “Only fear the Lord, and serve
Him in truth with all your heart: for consider how great
things He hath done for you” (1 Samuel 12:24).

H

ungary is a place of great beauty, diverse culture, and incredible history. Flowing north to south, the beautiful
Danube River cuts through its center. The foothills of the Carpathian Mountains roll across the east, and flat plains
spread across much of the west. Budapest, the capital, is world famous for its magnificent architecture, natural warm
spring waters, classical music, and the third largest Parliament building in the world.
Being landlocked by six different countries has made Hungary an easy target for foreign powers, who have taken advantage of it at times. In 1956 Communism took over and caused many churches that taught the Gospel to buckle under the
pressure and greatly compromise. Atheism and Humanism have dominated Hungary’s educational system, producing a
terrible void of God in the hearts of its people. It is, therefore, no wonder that Hungary steadily maintains not only one
of the world’s highest alcohol consumption rates but also one of the world’s highest suicide rates.
While Hungarians are familiar with Catholicism, most of the people in the Olahs’ region of western Hungary have never
heard of a Baptist church. If they have, they classify it as a cult along with Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons. Although
this is a great barrier for Baptist church planters, Hungarians are very social people with a strong curiosity, making it easy
to establish relationships and, by the grace of God, build their trust. Most educated Hungarians learn conversational
English in order to be competitive in the business world. They are more than willing to converse with an American, even
about spiritual things. In His sovereignty, God has provided avenues, even in Hungary, for the lost to receive the Gospel
of Christ.
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